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Trainer today
• Amanda Gay – EAL Consultant
amandajgay@btinternet.com

Aims of the training:

• To consider strategies for raising the
attainment of pupils for whom English is an
additional language both within the
secondary mainstream classroom and when
sending work home.

As teachers we are striving to enable all
children to achieve their educational
potential. This includes the realisation of
potential of pupils who are not part of the
UK ethnic majority – ie not white British - as
well as those that are.

True or False?
It takes more than five years to
become a fluent speaker of English

True
On average it takes between five and seven years to
achieve age appropriate fluency. As teachers we need
pupils to have reached this proficiency before the end
of key stage 4 so they can work independently.

True or False?
Small children are better at
learning languages than adults

Maybe
Small children have years to make mistakes before being
expected to speak fluently. Quite a lot of studies have
indicated that pupils arriving from elsewhere aged 8-11 with
a good education and well established first language literacy
learn English faster and to a higher level than their
classmates, as long as their cognition is not held back.

True or False?
Pupils with little or no English should all be
in lower sets with SEND support

Some pupils from abroad might have SEN. After all we estimate 20%
of others have. But usually they do not. They do need to experience
uninterrupted cognitive development and to be placed in classes/sets
where they are challenged intellectually. Otherwise, like all
youngsters, they begin to lose interest.
It is quite common for pupils to forget things they have learnt after a
big move. This used to be called ‘Culture shock’. And they might be
silent too.

True or False?
Pupils learn English from their
teachers

Yes…and no
Extensive interviewing of ‘successful’ bilinguals
reveals that, although some acknowledge the support
of specific teachers in the early stages, most say
that they learnt to speak because they wanted to
talk to friends at school. Learning the idioms of
‘teenage speak’ was very important to them.

True or False?
But surely it isn’t good for pupils to speak
ungrammatically - I need to correct this

Well …I use a footballer analogy I used to use Messi but now I
think Gareth Bale or maybe
Jadon Sancho - it’s up to you …

These supreme footballers can place the ball
wherever they want on the pitch. They are
not struggling to control it, they are choosing
where to place it. They understand the game
at every level. But they all started off
playing with their friends.

True or False
It doesn’t matter if your English is good in a
science lesson. It’s knowing the science that
counts.

Could be but generally false
Although highly educated pupils arriving in the UK during key
stage 3 can achieve quite well while still not fluent, extensive
national data based research shows that the better standard
English a pupil speaks, reads and writes, the higher their
achievement across the curriculum. Earlier government research
explored the limiting affect of low English competency across all
subject areas in key stage 4.

True or False?
Embedding specific teaching of English
across the curriculum benefits all pupils

True
Extensive research in the UK, Australia and Canada
has shown that teaching with a specific literacy focus
across subject areas benefits all pupils and especially
those monolinguals with lower level literacy.

True or False?
Making learning into a game or familiar
activity helps reduce language anxiety

True
Many monolingual English speakers experience language
anxiety when trying to speak another language they have
studied. We all know that this can disappear somewhat
when singing a song or playing a familiar game. Books and
films that we have already seen and read in English are
easier to translate and follow. Online lessons are easier
because there is no human correction going on.

So how can I build better spoken language/oracy and an enriched
vocabulary into my lessons?
• use your own language and speech patterns as a model
• don’t be shy of ‘long’ words - cherish them, explain them, use them.
• note words from other languages - algebra/mode/alphabet/bungalow
• set discussion tasks and collaborative activities which raise the quality of
language spoken by all pupils and heard by all pupils
• use examples from other cultures
• try information gap activities which promote speaking and listening to a partner
• draw on pupil experiences - of weather say, of literature, of sport, of food.
• convey to the whole class the idea that their own languages, dialects and other
non standard language forms are an asset to be valued. And that it is normal in
London now to be bilingual. A command over the language and when and
where to use different forms is what we are all aiming for.

And how can I build better reading and writing skills into my lessons for the
entire class?
• Use DARTs (directed text activities) eg loop games, card sorts, vocabulary builders, cloze
activities, skimming, scanning, underlining, collaborative writing tasks.
• Model best answers to exam and other questions as a whole class collaborative activity so
that pupils hear each other and see the written words.
• Explore topic sentences, sentence starters and words which link ideas. Demonstrate how
sentences can be reshaped to create subtle changes of meaning and interest when writing.
• Think together (when reading) about the order of describing words and the way we drop
some and gain others as we formalise our speech and writing.
• Make sure pupils understand idiom which is otherwise off-putting, when say reading and
interpreting a poem. Similarly, ensure that all key subject specific vocabulary is not only
presented but used and repeated in context.
• Differentiate homework by adding vocabulary boxes, visual clues
• Use online quizzes, online interactive textbooks, Bitesize activities, British Council activities
• Direct pupils towards first language texts - in the library

• Understanding how children learn English
• Classroom ethos and attitudes
• Pupil involvement
• Supportive learning environment

What about extra things for beginners?
• welcome the pupil to your classroom. Learn their name. Smile.
• seat them where they can hear and see you (and the board)
• allow them to use translation tools.
• place them with a friendly pupil with great use of English - and acknowledge
that pupil’s efforts.
• give them opportunities to speak but do not expect them to speak - this is
normal. Allow them to copy the other pupil and the board.
• in most situations do not expect others to translate/interpret as this is very hard
for them to keep up. But at lesson transitions ensure that a same language
friend is available to help them around the school and socialise during breaks.
• if possible schedule break time educational games and other activities
(dominoes/ board games/ card games) in your classroom or the library. These
are great for improving language, social skills and verbal participation.

A few examples of subject specific directed text activities (DARTS).
Apologies but mine are all from science/geography. Please note they are
designed to be used with whole classes and all have been used
successfully.

•

Collaborative discussion - talk partners antarctic food web

•

Crossword partners - trade

•

Loop games - reproduction

•

Vocabulary board - Name that plastic

•

Sentence builders - Cells

Antarctic Food Web Talk Partners Key Stage 3
In your group talk about each picture using the ideas in the think bubbles to help you. All the names are in the middle of thepage. Put your answers into a table.

Which animals eat
it?

Which other animals
could you group with
this one? Why?

What’s its
name
?

Emperor penguin

Adelie penguin

Humpback whale

Killer whale Squid Plankton Krill
Petrel

Crabeater seal

Leopard seal

Icefish

What does it
eat?

How is it adapted to live
in the Antarctic?
(any special features)

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/school/Antarctica

•

This sheet can be used to prompt discussion between partners (talk partners). Pupils in
year 7 understand this expression as it is commonly used in primary classrooms.

World Trade Puzzle

Across
1. Aluminium ore
5. A South East Asian Trading Bloc

1

2
3

7. The oil producers
8. The raw material used to make petrol
10. A metal found in pure form
13. Exported by Sri Lanka, Kenya and India

4
5

6

14. Beans used to make a hot drink

7
8

Down

9

1. Millions of these are eaten each day
2. For example haematite

10

11

12

3. An ideal form of trade
4. Another metal found in pure form

13

6. The European Union
9. A raw material produced from cane or beet
11. Less economically developed country
12. 51% of Bangladesh's exports

14

Human reproduction loop cards – 14
Directions – cut along the middle thick dotted line and
then along row lines to produce 14 cards. Start with any
card and read out the question (green/RHS). Find the
card with the correct answer (blue/LHS) and then read
the question on this second card. The question on the
last card should be answered by the first card, forming
a conversation loop. If used in a lesson, each pair of
pupils can share one card. Pupils need to be prepared to
listen out for the question to which they have the
answer. It can be played several times, swapping cards.

Answer

Question

Sperm

What happens when a sperm
meets an egg ?

fertilisation

What is made if two eggs are
fertilised at the same time

twins

What is the name of the
female sex cell ?

Ovum or egg

Why do sperm have tails?

Because they have to swim
up to meet the egg

Why is the egg much bigger
than the sperm?

Because it has a lot of
cytoplasm

The zygote

What is the name of the
fertilised egg?

What does the foetus grow
into ?

Answer

Question

A baby

Why is only one egg
produced at a time?

So that there can be only
one baby

How do we show the male
sex chromosomes ?

XY

The father’s sperm cells
because they are either
X or Y

Which parental cells
‘decide’ the sex of the
baby?

Which country had a ‘one
child per family’ policy ?

China

How do we show the female
sex chromosomes?

XX

What is the chance of
having a girl ?

Even (50:50)

What are the male sex
cells called ?

Name that plastic
?
Board

Polyester

Polypropylene

Polystyrene

Cut these up to make
8 cards and then try to
place them on the
board

Polyurethane

Polythene

Polyvinylchloride
PVC

Polyvinyl acetate
PVA

Polymer

Specialised cells sentence builder – pick one word or phrase from each column to make 7 correct
sentences- then write them in your book

A root hair cell

cilia
doesn’t
have

A sperm cell
A red blood cell

it doesn’t divide
because

many chloroplasts
is

increase its surface area

a nucleus
to

A white blood cell

nourish the growing
embro

change its shape
has

An egg cell

maximise
photosynthesis

massive food resources
so

A palisade cell

can

a long hair-like arm

clean the air passages

engulf bacteria
An epithelial cell

Images – Google images agay/lambeth EMAT/2007

contains

very mobile, with a long
tail

that
it can swim to meet the
egg

Where to find more information/strategies:
The Bell Foundation: online assessments, research,
training and resources:
Collaborative learning project: examples of
mainstream collaborative lessons:
NALDIC: bilingual development theory(Cummins)
with thanks to Amanda Bellsham Revell for reading these and suggesting some changes
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