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Markinowas born in Toyota, Japan and 
travelled to San Francisco, where he studied 
art. In 1897 he arrived in London and spent 
most of his career here, becoming acclaimed 
for his atmospheric watercolours, first 
published in 1907 in 'The Colour of London'. 
He lodged at No.1 Martell Road in 1901 while 
working for a tombstone maker at West 
Norwood cemetery, and also had lodgings at 
151 Brixton Road. He returned to Japan 
during World War II and died poverty stricken 
in Kamakura in 1956.
From 'The Colour of London' by Yoshio 
Markino, 1914 edition Digital images by kind 
permission of Nilu York. ref. 8013, 8015
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Foreword

It is never a good idea to suggest that a book has been written by a committee. 
However, this book was the brainchild of a group set up by Lambeth Council in 
2013 to plan for the commemoration of the start of the first world war a hundred 
years ago. In it we have tried to portray an idea of what Lambeth was like in 1914 
and the ways in which life was both similar and different to today. We wanted to 
use eye witness accounts, photographs, paintings and records to honour the men 
and women of Lambeth and surrounding areas who served the war effort in so 
many different ways. And furthermore, to remember the contributions of peoples 
throughout the empire, every one a volunteer, the descendants of whom now have 
made Lambeth their home.

The excellent collections available to view at Lambeth Archives and online at 
Lambeth Landmark were a starting point for the work. In addition, we have been 
fortunate to be able to use the digital collection provided to the Centenary 
Partnership Programme by the Imperial War Museum .

A series of lesson plans are being produced to accompany this text and link it to 
the National Curriculum. It is hoped that pupils will use these two resources as a 
beginning with which to form an appreciation of the changes brought about in 
Lambeth during the war and an understanding of how local events were linked to 
the wider war, before going on to further independent reading and research. 

Cathy Twist

Director of Education, Learning and Skills

London Borough of Lambeth



A hundred years ago, what is now the London 
Borough of Lambeth was a very densely 
populated area stretching southward from 
Waterloo to Norwood. More people lived in 
Lambeth then than do today. Most were poor, 
white and British, although not all of them had 
been born in Lambeth or even London.  During 
the previous fifty years, many families had 
migrated from Ireland and the English 
countryside, to escape rural poverty and try 
their luck in the capital. Some could not read 
and write very well. Children were less healthy; 
smaller in size and lived shorter lives. Health 
care was not free and diseases much  more 
common. The principles of slum clearance and 
social housing had been established but most 
poorer families lived in privately rented rooms 
with shared kitchens and toilets. 

Along the banks of the river Thames were a 
number of works and factories, including the 
Royal Doultonpottery, .ŜŀǳŦƻȅΩǎvinegar 
factory, the South Metropolitan Gas Company 
gasworks, the Beefeater gin distillery and 
several  shot towers. Some of these companies 
exported products around the world and were 
of great economic significance but living near 
the sounds and noxious smells was not 
healthy. Many poorer working families were 
crowded into this part of Lambeth, with 
wealthier families living away from the river 
and further south.

There were very few cars: people travelled by 
bus, tram, walked or cycled.  Like today there 
were trains and tubes.  The City and South 
[ƻƴŘƻƴ wŀƛƭǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ΨǘǳōŜΩ ƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
world, ran from Euston to Clapham Common 
ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ŀƴƪΩ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Northern Line.
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LAMBETH A HUNDRED 
YEARS AGO

A print from 'The Sphere' magazine with caption: 
'An interesting scene at Doulton'sPottery Works. 
They make a special feature of their stoneware 
ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǘ [ŀƳōŜǘƘΦΩ  1910  ref. 11479

A Vulcan delivery van for J.C.& J.FieldLtd, Upper 
Marsh, Lambeth, manufacturers of candles and 
soaps, showing Mr F Reid. The business was the 
oldest candle-making firm in Britain. ref.7414
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School was compulsory between the ages of 
five and thirteen. Children learned basic skills -
ΨǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ wǎΩ - as well as cookery, woodwork 
and needlework. 

Entertainment for poorer children was limited 
to yard games like skipping and hopscotch. 
Adults enjoyed going to a music hall, variety 
theatre or  pub in the evenings. The Canterbury 
Music Hall, Westminster Bridge Road, was the 
first purpose- built music hall in London.  Other 
popular venues were the Brixton Theatre and 
the Empress Theatre of Varieties. Motion 
pictures had arrived, and films were being 
presented at the Canterbury by 1902.  In 
Brixton, various buildings were adapted to show 
films and one of the first purpose built cinemas, 
The Electric Pavilion, (now the Ritzy) was 
opened in 1911.   All films were silent and 
usually accompanied by live piano or organ 
music. 

Wealthier families lived in Brixton, Streatham, 
Stockwell and Clapham. Some children attended 
private schools and at weekends families used 
to promenade together in parks and gardens, 
play cricket and other sports, or perhaps go 
roller-skating. By 1914, adults might have 
enjoyed going to the Old Vic Theatre to see 
Sybil Thorndike starring in a Shakespearean 
production. 

Finally, there were very few telephones, rather, 
people stayed in touch by writing telegrams, 
letters and postcards.

{ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ 
School, 
Canterbury 
Crescent, 
Brixton, 
1912  
ref.2876

Comic poster design for a fancy dress carnival held at 
Brixton Rink in 1914, featuring a suffragette being 
pursued by a policeman. The rink opened c.1910 and 
remained a popular venue until it closed. Pen and ink 
drawing annotated Mac.Michael,14. ref.7311

Brixton 
Theatre 
programme, 
1912  
ref.1882
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ANSWERING THE CALL TO ARMS

άDƭƻǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘΣ L ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜ 
that in 1914 I was just an ordinary boy of 
elementary education and slender prospects. 
Rumours of war broke out and I began to be 
interested in the Territorials tramping the 
streets in their big strong boots. Although I 
seldom saw a newspaper, I knew about the 
assassination of Archduke Ferdinand at 
Sarajevo.  News placards screamed out at 
every street corner and military bands blared 
out their martial music in the main streets of 
Croydon. This was too much for me to resist 
and as if drawn by a magnet! knew I had to 
Ŝƴƭƛǎǘ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŀǿŀȅΦέ  

George Coppard(16)

War was declared on Tuesday 4th August, 1914. 
Many men, including reservists and territorials 
(local units of part time volunteers) joined up 
immediately ςso many that the traditional 
August Bank Holiday was extended to last the 
entire week. However, it was only after the 
British retreat at Mons, Belgium, began on the 
24th August that enlistment surged.

Like other young men, George Coppardenlisted 
ŀǎ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΣ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ  ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ wƻȅŀƭ 
Regiment (West Surrey) 2nd of Foot (named after 
vǳŜŜƴ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ ƻŦ .ǊŀƎŀƴȊŀ ŀƴŘ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
oldest infantry regiment.) He kept a diary 
throughout the war, against all the rules, and 
later turned this into a book: With A Machine 
Gun To Cambrai.

The 21st (County of London) Battalion, the 
London Regiment (First Surrey Rifles) was a 
territorial force based at that time at Flodden 
Road, Camberwell. It formed part of the 6th 
London Infantry Brigade. During the war 
three battalions were raised: the first 
battalion arrived in France in the spring of 
1915 and fought on the Western Front. The 
second fought abroad from 1916 in 
Macedonia, Salonika, Egypt and Palestine. 
The third battalion remained in England and 
was used for training and Home Defence.

August 1914 First Surrey Rifles  A composite picture of 
the mobilization envelope, embodiment notice to join 
and a photograph of Sergeant J W Pipe, seen seated on 
the right,  ref. 2446



By January 1915 over a million men from 
Britain and Ireland had volunteered to go to 
war, with many others in reserved occupations 
such as the railway workers, munitions workers, 
merchant marine, coal miners and government 
employees. The numbers of volunteers doubled 
again to over two million by September 1915 
but nothing kept up with the casualty rate. In 
1916 the government introduced conscription 
for men between the ages of 18-41. Men and 
their employers could apply to a tribunal for 
exemption from conscription and thousands 
did, usually because they were engaged in 
other work important to the war effort. Others 
were conscientious objectors to combative 
serviceor appealed on grounds of poor health 
or family responsibilities.

To replace the absent men, women were 
recruited into many occupations for the first 
time:  by July 1916 the London County Council 
Ambulance Corps was run entirely by women. ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ wƻȅŀƭ bŀǾŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ  hat 

©IWM UNI008195

1917 Female recruitment poster ©IWM PST 005476

Publicity 
Department, 
Central 
Recruiting 
Depot,  
United States 
Library of 
Congress 
digital ID 
3g10972u 
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Women Police Volunteers (WPV) would have 
been patrolling, supervising music halls and 
stations in London. This would have been 
apparent to all Londoners and was entirely 
new. 

No women were conscripted into the armed 
forces but many volunteered. At the beginning 
of the war, women could serve by joining 
ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊŀΩǎ wƻȅŀƭ bŀǾŀƭ 
bǳǊǎƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻǊ vǳŜŜƴ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊŀΩǎ LƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ 
Military Nursing Service (and later the Red 
/ǊƻǎǎύΦ .ȅ мфмтΣ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ wƻȅŀƭ bŀǾŀƭ 
{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !ǊƳȅ !ǳȄƛƭƛŀǊȅ /ƻǊǇǎ ƘŀŘ 
been ŦƻǊƳŜŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ wƻȅŀƭ !ƛǊ 
Force following in 1918. The work was largely 
designed to free up men from non combative 
jobs such as drivers and mechanics. 

The first WRNS training school was at 
Crystal Palace. 
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/ha.!¢Υ ! {h[5L9wΩ{ ±L9²  
1915                                                             1916

ñThe battle of Loos é was the third operation in 

which the Surreys took part, and from a general 

point of view was the most successful attack carried 

out during the year 1915. On September 19th the 

British and French artillery began a heavy and 

continuous bombardment of the enemyôs lines and 

rest areas from Lens to La Bassée; this 

bombardment was continued with increasing 

intensity for five days, culminating at dawn on 

September 25th, when the fire was concentrated on 

the front line trenches.  At the same time quantities 

of smoke and gas were carried on the breeze across 

to the German lines, the former to act as a screen 

from observation and the latter to asphyxiate and 

demoralize the enemy.  At 6am our infantry made 

its attack along a front of some five or six mileséò

The Kensingtonsat LaventieEric Kennington RA ©IWM ART15145

1st July: ά ¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛŎƪ ǊŜŜƪ ƻŦ ǎƳƻƪŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
explosives and tear gas clung to the 
ŦƻƭƛŀƎŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŦǳƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŘŜǾƛƭΩǎ ŎŀǳƭŘǊƻƴΣ 
nearly shutting out the bright sky above. 
A winding track led through the wood, 
and many wounded and dying men lay on 
either side of it, but we could not stay to 
help them. A steady stream of walking 
wounded were making their way down to 
Coniston Steps, and away out of it all. I 
envied those who did not appear to be 
seriously hit. One could hardly bear 
thinking about the agony of the badly 
ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǿƘƻ ƭŀȅ ǳƴŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘΦέ

άOn 25th July we took over (German) 
trenches near Ovillierswhich had just 
been captured by the Australians. It was 
staggering to see the high standard that 
the Jerry  front line  troops had used. We 
envied the skill and industry employed in 
constructing such comfortable yet 
powerful defences.  Some of the dugouts 
were thirty feet deep, with as many as 
sixteen bunk beds as well as doorbells, 
water tanks with taps and cupboards and 
mirrors. Apart from the personal comfort 
enjoyed by the Germans in them, the 
deep dugouts had withstood everything 
that our heavy artillery had flung at 
them.  When our hearts leapt at the 
seemingly devastating bombardment of 
those trenches, and had imagined that 
the Jerrieswere smashed to bits, the 
enemy were in all probability playing 
ŎŀǊŘǎ ƻǊ ŎŀǊƻǳǎƛƴƎΧ[ŜŀǾƛƴƎ ŀǎƛŘŜ ǎǳŎƘ 
things as personal courage and 
endurance, it seemed as if we were a load 
of amateurs compared with the 
professional thoroughness of the 
DŜǊƳŀƴǎέ George Coppard

Two extracts from With A Machine Gun To Cambrai, 
describing the battle of the Somme, July 1916

This remarkable painting depicts the arrival in the 
bitter winter of 1914/15 of the exhausted soldiers of 
tƭŀǘƻƻƴ тΣ Ψ/Ω /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ моth Battalion, London 
Regiment at relative safety after days and nights in the 
fire trench. Later an official war artist, Eric Kennington 
had studied at Lambeth School of Art.

An extract from the official history  (1927) of the
First Surrey Rifles, under fire at the battle of Loos.
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Private Harold Brown, the 
vǳŜŜƴΩǎ wƻȅŀƭ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ 
(West Surrey) ©IWM 
BrownHMiscref.2816 

1917 1918
A greetings card 

from the First 
Surry Rifles, 

dated c1918.  
The artist, 

Private Charles 
Rebel Stanton 

enlisted in 
March 1915 and 

served in the 
first battalion 

through the 
war, later 

achieving some 
fame as an 
illustrator. 

ref.2456 

The Second battalion of the First Surrey rifles 
spent 1918 in Palestine and Jordan, fighting the 
Turkish and German armies. Late March saw 
ǘƘŜƳ ƳŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ !ƳƳŀƴΧ

άIŀǊŘƭȅ ŦƛŦǘȅ ȅŀǊŘǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ 
found ourselves up against an efficient barrage 
of machine guns and field guns, and casualties 
ŎŀƳŜ ǘƘƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǎǘΦ Ψ.Ω ŀƴŘ Ψ/ΩΣ ƻǳǊ ǘǿƻ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǎǘƻǳǘƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ Χ 
but further advance was impossible; our left -
hand company was isolated by fire, and we 
could not regain touch with the company on its 
right, who were hard put to it to retain their own 
position on a steep, rounded hill in face of 
Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ǎƘŜƭƭƛƴƎΦέ

Suffering severe losses, after several days  the 
troops were ordered to withdraw.

Between 2nd - 7thhŎǘƻōŜǊ мфмтΣ ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ 
were engaged in battle at Polygon Wood (Ypres). 
Private Brown, a Black British soldier (seen 
standing above with a comrade)

άǎŜǘ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŜƴŘǳǊŀƴŎŜ 
carrying on throughout the whole of October 4th

ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎŜǾŜǊŜƭȅ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎŜǘέΦ     

CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ 
card of honour and later in the war the 
Military Medal. 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ¢ƘŜ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ оκп  ōŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴ 
participated in the capture  of a German 
concrete fortress occupied by soldiers recently 
arrived from the Eastern Front. Fighting was 
intense. Three officers and 61 men were killed, 
17 officers and 241 men were wounded with 21 
men listed as missing - over one third of the 
battalion. 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ мфмтΣ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ōŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ 
fought at Arras, Ypres and Cambrai. Between 
1914 and 1918, 31 battalions were raised, each 
of approximately 1000 officers and men. They 
fought on almost all fronts - Belgium, France, 
Italy, Gallipoli, Salonika, the Middle East, Egypt, 
India, Africa and Germany.  8000 soldiers of all 
ranks were killed. 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǿŀǊ ŘƛŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ wƻȅŀƭ 
Regiment (West Surrey)  and the 21st Battalion First Surrey 
Rifles



wŜŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǇƻǎǘŜǊ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ΨaŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƳǇƛǊŜΩ ǘƻ 
enlist. Printers, Kennington Road, London, S.E.  
Library of Congress digital archive 3g10973v
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SUPPORT FROM THE 
EMPIRE

Men and women from throughout the British 
Empire and its protectorates contributed in their 
millions to the British War effort:

The Indian Army Expeditionary force (regular 
soldiers from what is now Bangladesh, India, 
Nepal and Pakistan) landed in Marseilles just 
weeks after war had been declared. It fought 
until December 1915 on the Western Front at 
NeuveChapelle, Ypres and Loos before being 
transferred to Mesopotamia. Other Indian Army 
Expeditionary forces served in East Africa, 
Gallipoli and Egypt. 

The West Indian Regiment, formed in 1795 and 
based at Freetown, Sierra Leone, fought mainly 
against German colonial forces in East and West 
Africa. A second regiment, the British West Indies 
Regiment, was formed in 1915 in Britain from 
Caribbean men who had travelled to Britain to 
volunteer.  This regiment, composed mainly of 
men from Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Barbados, Guyana, Grenada, The Bahamas, 
British Honduras, the Leeward Islands, St Lucia 
and St Vincent, raised 12 battalions during the 
war and served on the Western Front, Egypt, 
Italy and Palestine. 

The West African Frontier Force, composed of 
regiments from the Gold Coast (Ghana), Nigeria, 
The Gambia and Sierra Leone was founded in 
1900. The regiments fought against German 
troops in Cameroon and later in East Africa.

¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ wƛŦƭŜǎ όY!wύ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ 
1902 by amalgamating a number of smaller 
forces. At the start of the First World War it was 
composed of six battalions from Kenya, Uganda, 
Nyasaland (Malawi) and the British Somaliland 
Protectorate. The KAR fought throughout the 
War in what is now Tanzania.

Canadians, Australians, South Africans, Irish and 
New Zealanders enlisted in their home countries 
as well as travelling independently to Britain to 
join the armed forces. Often healthier than their 
British contemporaries, they were deployed in 
the most deadly campaigns at Gallipoli and on 
the Western Front, suffering appalling casualty 
rates. 

Men from more than 50 countries served in the 
Royal Flying Corps (later the Royal Air Force). 
Somali and Bengali men joined the merchant and 
Royal Navy as sailors and engine hands. Women 
enlisted as nurses and other ancillary workers. 
All were volunteers. 

West Indian and other troops stacking 8-inch shells at Ypres, 
October 1917. ©IWM E(AUS) 2078 
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CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION

After the passing of the Military Service Act in 
1916, very few men living in England, Scotland 
or Wales and not in reserved occupations 
could escape being despatched to serve in a 
war zone. Young men not in uniform were not 
popular with the general public. 

Conscientious objectors refused to fight owing 
to a religious or other firmly held belief in the 
sanctity of life. Many were Quakers or from 
other non-conformist sects. Others were 
committed pacifists. Only a very few objectors 
had their cases upheld by a tribunal. Many 
thousands went to war but some were able to 
avoid combat by joining the Non-Combatant 
Corps, Royal Army Medical Corps or becoming 
a military bandsman. Those refusing to serve 
in any way were imprisoned.

Perhaps the most famous ΨŎƻƴŎƘƛŜΩ ǘƘŀǘ 
Lambeth produced was Herbert Morrison. 
Born in Stockwell in 1888, he left school at 14 
and worked as an errand boy before becoming 
interested in politics and joining the 
Independent Labour Party (ILP). When war 
broke out, Morrison joined the 
No-Conscription Fellowship.  Many members 
were imprisoned but he managed to spend the 
war working on a farm near Letchworth 
Garden Suburb in Hertfordshire. 
Morrison went on to a glittering political career 
as Mayor of Hackney, Leader of London County 
Council , then MP for Hackney and eventually 
deputy Prime Minister.  He was ennobled in 
1959, becoming Baron Morrison of Lambeth.

As a consequence of the Aliens Restriction Act, 
all citizens of enemy countries were obliged to 
register at their local police station. Many 
aliens were deported or interned in camps. 
Anti-German feelings were evident, and some 
people (including the Royal Family) changed 
their names. WirtembergStreet, Stockwell was 
renamed as StonhouseStreet in order to

ǎƻǳƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ Ψ9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΩΦ
Periodically, ill feeling turned to violence and 
shops owned by Germans or people with 
Germanic names were damaged or destroyed. 
Rioting on a larger scale broke out across 
South London in October 1914 and again in 
May 1915, following the sinking of the 
passenger ship Lusitania.

German residents 
waiting to be 

registered outside 
Brixton Police 

Station. 
Brixton Free Press, 

August 14, 1914 
ref.5494

ALIENS


